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This volume is a collection of 50 original papers, which were delivered at the Taung
Diamond Jubilee International Symposium, held in Johannesburg and Mmabatho in
southern Africa from 27 January to 4 February 1985. The jubilee was organized by
Phillip Tobias in order tocommemorate the sixtieth anniversary ofthe discovery ofthe
Taung child by Raymond A. Dart. Dart's 1925 discovery provided us with the first hint
that Africa was the cradle of mankind and that the earliest hominids were small-
brained bipeds quite unlike Piltdown man (Eoanthropus dawsoni).
This collection is divided into three parts. Part I consists of a number of historical
papers presented by an extraordinary group of physical anthropologists and paleon-
tologists. These papers include one by C.K. Brain on the riseoftaphonomy and another
by Ralph Holloway on the lunate sulcus, as well as others written by Phillip Tobias, J.
Desmond Clark, and S.L. Washburn.
Part II includes six sections. Section One contains two papers on Oligocene and
Miocene fossil primates, with an interesting reassessment ofvarious taxa, most notably
Kenyapithecus africanus and Kenyapithecus wickeri. Section Two's papers deal with
the rise ofbipedalism and the Laetoli footprints, as well as thecomparative anatomyof
the calcaneus and the foot as a whole. Section Three considers various aspects of the
South African hominid localities which have yielded gracile australopithecines (i.e.,
Sterkfontein, Makapansgat, and Taung itself). Section Four offers a series of
outstanding papers on various aspects of Plio-Pleistocene hominid evolution. Among
these is a paper by Donald Johanson which discusses Australopithecus afarensis, a
review of the taxon Australopithecus africanus by Bernard Wood, a discussion ofthe
masticatory apparatus of the robust australopithecinae by Yoel Rak, and a paper on
the possible presence of australopithecine remains in Asia. Section Five consists of a
number of papers on both the development of the upper respiratory tract and the
appearance of stone tools, which mark the emergence of early members of the genus
Homo. Section Six discusses the remains of more recent hominids from sites in
Germany, Spain, and Israel, as well as other localities.
Part III comprises four sections. The papers of section I delineate chromosomal,
serum protein, and immunological differences between various extant primate species.
Section Two presents some of the advances in the use of CAT scans and X-rays in
imaging hominid fossil skulls. The final two sections discuss dating techniques and
models for quantifying the growth ofthe primate brain.
Overall, this is a well-organized collection which deals with a rich array oftopics. It
is written by some of the most respected paleoanthropologists, who represent 12
countries and 43 institutions. Clearly these papers are not all ofthe same mold. While
some of them are historical, others feature recent technological advances. Some
introduce the controversies surrounding various subjects, and others present the state
ofthe art. Most offeroriginal work. In all senses, thisvolume is a complete setofessays
which would make a valuable addition to the collection of the physical anthropologist
as well as the well-informed amateur.
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